Final Hymn
1. There is a hope
that burns within my heart,
that gives me strength
for every passing day;
a glimpse of glory
now revealed in meagre part,
yet drives all doubt away:
I stand in Christ,
with sins forgiv'n;
and Christ in me,t
the hope of heav'n!
My highest calling
and my deepest joy,
to make his will my home.
2. There is a hope
that stands the test of time,
that lifts my eyes
beyond the beckoning grave,
to see the matchless beauty
of a day divine
when I behold his face!
When sufferings cease
and sorrows die,
and ev'ry longing satisfied,
then joy unspeakable
will flood my soul,
for I am truly home.
Mark Edwards and Stuart Townend (b.1963)
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10th January 2021
The Baptism of Christ
Opening Hymn
1. Thou whose almighty word
chaos and darkness heard,
and took their flight;
hear us, we humbly pray,
and where the Gospel-day
sheds not its glorious ray,
let there be light.
2. Thou, who didst come to bring
on thy redeeming wing
healing and sight,
health to the sick in mind,
sight to the inly blind,
O now to all mankind
let there be light.
3. Spirit of truth and love,
life-giving, holy Dove,
speed forth thy flight;
move o'er the water's face,
bearing the lamp of grace,
and in earth's darkest place
let there be light.
4. Blessed and holy Three,
glorious Trinity,
Wisdom, Love, Might;
boundless as ocean's tide
rolling in fullest pride,
through the world far and wide
let there be light.
John Marriott (1780-1825),
Thomas Raffles (1788-1863)

Collect
Eternal Father,
who at the baptism of Jesus
revealed him to be your Son,
anointing him with the Holy Spirit:
grant to us, who are born again by water and
the Spirit,
that we may be faithful to our calling as your
adopted children;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
Amen.

First Reading
Acts 19: 1-7
While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed
through the inland regions and came to
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. He
said to them, ‘Did you receive the Holy Spirit
when you became believers?’ They replied,
‘No, we have not even heard that there is a
Holy Spirit.’ Then he said, ‘Into what then
were you baptized?’ They answered, ‘Into
John’s baptism.’ Paul said, ‘John baptized
with the baptism of repentance, telling the
people to believe in the one who was to come
after him, that is, in Jesus.’ On hearing this,
they were baptized in the name of the Lord
Jesus. When Paul had laid his hands on them,
the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they
spoke in tongues and prophesied— altogether
there were about twelve of them.
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Second Reading
Mark 1: 4-11
John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness,
proclaiming a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. And people from the
whole Judean countryside and all the people
of Jerusalem were going out to him, and
were baptized by him in the river Jordan,
confessing their sins. Now John was clothed
with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild
honey. He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not
worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of
his sandals. I have baptized you with water;
but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.’
In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of
Galilee and was baptized by John in the
Jordan. And just as he was coming up out of
the water, he saw the heavens torn apart and
the Spirit descending like a dove on him. And
a voice came from heaven, ‘You are my Son,
the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.’
This is the word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

